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were observed pouring into the town from every direction, within sight
of our camp, on which Mr Erskme requested the officer commanding
the detachment to disarm all such people, as it was plain they were
congregating for some evil purpose, since there could be no occasion
for that sort of force for the purpose of burning the raja's body One
or two parties were disarmed, and allowed to go, with a promise that
the> should get their arms next day In the meanwhile, it was reported
that a very large body of armed men was assembled in the fort, and
a party of about fifty or sixty Koolees, matchlock men and others,
headed by a man said to be kotwal to Kurun Singh, with lighted matches
and slung bows, passed close to Lieutenant Lewis, who was on parade
underneath the walls of the town That officer addressed the kotwal,
who was on horseback, told him the orders, and requested him to cause
the men who followed him to surrender their arms, when the kotwal
immediately ordered the men behind him to fire on Lieutenant Lewis
The men unhesitatingly obeyed, and Lieutenant Lewis was shot through
the side The party then ran mto the town, the gates of which
were immediately closed, and a brisk fire was opened from the ramparts
upon our troops, who were within two hundred paces of the wall,
and as there were pieces of ordnance in the town, which if mounted
during the night, in the bastions, might ha\e destroyed a great number
of our men, it was judged advisable to fall back a few hundred paces,
Mr Erskme having, in the meantime, sent off an express to the military
authorities at Alimedabad and Hursole, for artillery to storm the gate,
and take possession of the town Everything remained quiet until
about half past two o'clock the following morning (the 9th), when an
alarm was given that the pile was on fire It was now too late to prevent
or impede the atrocity, which was in the act of being perpetrated
The measures taken by the cruel authors of the barbarous proceeding
had been but too successful, and the unfortunate women fell a sacrifice
to the savage prejudices of their destroyers We abstain from laying
before your Honorable Court the particulars of the homd transaction,
which will be found detailed in Mr Erskine's letter, noted in the margin
(This letter will be found in the note at the foot of page 212 )
The sanguinary deed completed, the late raja's two sons, attended
by a band of Rajpoots and others, sallied out of the town In the
morning, no symptoms of hostility were displayed towards the detach
rnent, except a few shots fired from the fort at the water earners going
and coming to and from the river, and most of the Bheels and Koolees
had withdrawn from the town during the night Mr Erskine's informs,
tion, at this tune, led him to beue\e that the sutee, which was
undoubtedly a measure of compulsion aa regards the victims, was
perpetrated against the will of Pruthee Singh, who was disposed to
follow Mr Erskine's advice
* An addition to the force, of fifty men from Hursole, arrived in the
afternoon of the 9th, and Captain Lardner, the officer in conunandj
had intended to have taken possession of the town that evening, which
might have been done without much difficulty, had it aot fceea for the

